THREE QUESTIONS
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The story is about an Emperor who wants to know the answer of three guest
to run his empire ina proper way, he wanted to know the answers from a rationa
that all the answers are within himself. Read the story to know how did the Ermperor gets to know the answer to his

guestions. Were the answers to his questions learned or an act of self-realization.
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at he would never go down if he knew three

The thought struck to a certain Emperor th
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concepts. His three queries were: What is the best time to start something?
should he consult? What is the most necessary work for him to do?
The Emperor, thereafter, sent agents all over his empire, assuring a handsome amount to

anyone who would explain these three queries.
Many enlightened men came to the Emperor, they all gave different explanations for the

To answer the first query, some advised the Emperor to make a schedule, and then follow it
firmly. Only in this manner, they said, he could do everything at its appropriate time. Few
absurd to schedule in beforehand the best time for doing something. The

Emperor should observe all the happenings, avoid silly comforts, and always do whatever
seemed important at that moment. Few others said that the Emperor needed a council of
ministers who would guide him in his actions at the proper time. Because it was impossible for
oneman to act correctly, without getting guidance from others, the proper time for each action.
But then few said that there were some matters which could be critical. These matters could
not be delayed for the judgement of the council. In order to determine the best time for
xecuting something, it is important to know in advance. And only fortunetellers could do
at, The Emperor, therefore, would have to consult them. A
r the second query, some advised that the people mandatory to the
while other suggested, the holy man. A few others su .
that his army were the most important.

objected, that it was

i EaL L L




=

y, Few chose mili
Lary %

jged r-rIu:'uLHu

aror wias not convinced
& ;
ang

rip ansW
jevation | worship:
As the answers Lo lyis quertes were varst {, the Emi
. yven, Rather he dntﬂrmin:'{f to get the opinioh of an ascetic, who wag
L y fiis] Wall ascetic a 5Pt
mw!hﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ _ : put and rest
The ascotic Jived in # forest from which he never came put. He meetg ‘I.u-qr:ﬂ his !
ardinary P"s"-"PIl-'- and so the Emperor W' o simple +lothes. Belore readhil N0 g G oot AT
thaﬂmmmrlﬂﬂhis horse with hig f:Ll:lrtl:~u|lr1 went on ynaccompanied Ethe g g down ©
As the Emperor reaches the ascetic’s .ﬂlnu-l.e, Iu*l i';n-.-' him digging the land in fi whzf!p :,:hz
He addresseﬂ' the Emperor and go on digging. 1 he ascetic was aged and fi T roser | the
out theland, heheaved heavily: , eeble, et in
el an
EhﬂEWWﬂppFuﬂu!wd him and said, 1 have visited yc -ati i
; you, rat ional ascetj pleas®
thrﬂqt!arieS: How can I know the best time to do the right work? Wi I, to o . 1y Ded
peopk?.&ndwhichmait:ersm*eesaemial?" Garethe A toun
. A 1 he
The ascetic attentively heard the Emperor, bul did not reacted a.,.mken
Emperor said, wYou are tired, gi - acted anc CORg
,give me the gpade and allow me to inued 4: ou &
The ascetic thanked him while | ’ p replace you in th g
. , while handling  his spade to the em the othin
gﬂ!ﬂ-ﬁd. peror and th :
When the Em had  then p gaid-
peror ha dug tw .
noreply, but stood il rows, he paused and again asked hi EYop
: up, pointing out his hand fi 1S queries, A
Mdig’thegrg " or the S'[J'EL'}E a_nd Sﬂld e I hecs
3 Butthe Em d: , “Now yourta anat
.... L peror dnot handed him the spade and X pass
G how _l_?ﬂaﬁﬂdrthﬂﬂ two. The Sun set behind goon digging by himself. yow
' and said, “] came here, e : ind the trees and finall . you
, enlightened : y the E .
man, to get mperor
: answers t yov
0 my quﬂ‘fim :
'S Th
fri

E el t me know and I will go back home.”
e ing towards us runnin I:.,Dmel

en to the ground

B . The Em
but the blood: in his abdo peror and th e
R Mﬁm b o !flem Th.E_EmPErﬂr Gleanede ascetic took




waunded i

y min

e b [Pl 10 n
I'he

lois gaali L1

winlk yrid labour - 2L : f
. . b

- y o e

i i siii] win st

11 gzt Whien hi
ks (8]
L rain s

AL O |.'-r-J...-.j

mid the man

weel in a faint whispe! when

t hat the I ||'F||-"||i Wil4

r me and have

y atranger ot

o ta forgive you for,” the Emperor

aware about me, but I know you. I am your rival who sworn vegeance on you,
.d my brother and annexed my estate. I was informed that you had gone
ascetic, and I decided to kill you on your way back home. But the day
you did not went back. So I came out of my hiding place, and came across one of
rattendants. Who identified me and injured me. I escaped from him but wouldn’t he alive if
wrapped my cuts. I intended to kill you but you saved my life. Now, if I stay alive, 1 '.
as your most loyal slave and will bid my sons to do the same. Forgive me!” 1
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Leaving the injured man, the Emperor came out of the hut and searched for the ascetic. Before

returning back he wanted to try one more time to get answers to his queries. The ascetic
sitting on his knees was implanting the seeds in the rows that were dug the previous day The

Emperor walked towards the ascetic and said, “For the last time I request you to a e

queries rational man.”

“You have already been answered!” replied the ascetic while bowing to the ground and
glancing at the Emperor standing in front of him. |

“How have I been answered? What are you trying to say.”

‘Didn’t you see?” replied the ascetic. “If you hadn’t sympathized over my fragility the day
:gfnre and hadn’t dug these rows for me, you would have returned back. Then that man would
geance : the punishing of someone for harming you or your family fragility : weakness -.
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E Use the following words in your own sentences, ( &0 it M)
I. Schedule

2. Devotional :
3. Auentively :
4. Disappear

5. Reconcile -

. Give one word for the following from the story.

I Anareaoraregion where an Emperor rules., ﬁgm,tm_rﬁ-
2. Agroup of persons who think and decide a matter. Loumril

3. Apersonwho has left all worldly pleasures and lives alone. Aseikae

4. Acondition when someone has lost his senses.
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